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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Hiroaki Kitano et al. 
08/770,040 
December 19, 1996 

INFORMATION RETRIEVAL APPARATUS AND METHOD 



530 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 10036 

(212) 840-3333 



I hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231, on April 18. 1997 
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i S. Fromner. Reg. No. 25.506 




Date of Signature 



COMMUNICATION 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



Enclosed herewith is a copy of the "Notice to File 
Missing Parts of Application" (form PTO-1533) dated March 5, 1997 
on the above application, a Declaration duly signed by the 
inventors and making reference to the serial number and filing 
date given on such "Notice", and a check in the amount of $170.00 
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in payment of the required $130.00 surcharge and the $40.00 fee 

for recording the Assignment which is also enclosed. 

In view of the foregoing, it is believed that the 

identified application is now complete, and the early examination 

thereof on its merits is solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CURTIS, MORRIS & SAFFORD, P.C. 
Attorneys for Applicants 
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